
м 

 
Waseca County Historical Society and History Cen-

ter 

 History Notes   

          www.historical.waseca.mn.us  /  LOOK FORWARD TO OUR PAST Volume 40, Issue 1, March 2018

Young William Dais in 1870. 

 

                     In  

           Waseca County

LƴǎƛŘŜ Υ 



н 

History Notes is a publication  

of the Waseca County Historical Society  

©2018 

P.O. Box 314, Waseca, MN 56093 

315 Second Avenue N.E., 507-835-7700 

www.historical.waseca.mn.us  

 

WCHS 2018 Board of Directors: 

Dave Dunn, President 

Diane Beckmann, Vice-President 

Virginia McCarthy, Secretary 

Dawn Halgren, Treasurer 

Marty Buum 

Linda Grant 

Dale Groskreutz 

Judy Joecks 

Gregg Johnson 

Jim King 

Al Rose 

Audrey Weiske 

Dave Zika 

Ivan Maas 

Karl Jones 

 

Staff:  

Joan Mooney, Executive Director 

Grant Administration, Programs &   

Research 

director@historical.waseca.mn.us 

joanm@historical.waseca.mn.us 

 

Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library Curator 

paulinef@historical.waseca.mn.us 

 

Vanessa Zimprich, Museum Director/ 

Curator 

vanessaz@historical.waseca.mn.us 

director@historical.waseca.mn.us 

 

Linda Taylor, Researcher, Genealogy. 

research@historical.waseca.mn.us 

 

The Timeline Project has been financed in 

part with funds provided by the State of 

Minnesota through the Minnesota Historical 

Society from the Arts & Cultural Heritage 

Fund.  WCHS is also grateful to the Carl & 

Verna Schmidt 

Foundation, the 

First National 

Bank-Waseca, 

Principal Financial 

Foundation-John 

Priebe, and Bill 

and Patti Hover-

sten for match 

support to the 

Implementation 

Phase. 

&nki pda %ta_qpera $ena_pkn 

*k]j -kkjau 

 

Dear WCHS Members, 

Itôs been a hard winter for many. Colds and flu took a lot of 

folks down for a good many days. Epidemics are not new to us. Typhoid, 

diphtheria, smallpox, 1918 influenza epidemic, measles, tuberculosis, polio, 

HIV/AIDS, swine flu, avian flu have all surfaced in      

Minnesota at one time or another and some continue 

to do so. 

Author Curt Brown contacted us last year while       

researching his new book ñMinnesota,1918: When 

Flu, Fire and War Ravaged the Stateò. I realized then, 

that ñepidemicsò were another critical topic to be     

explored while we still have those among us who 

were directly affected by devastating illnesses. 

Most recently, researchers Linda Taylor and Donna Fostveit while indexing 

the 1950ôs newspapers, called my attention to the number of polio cases 

reported in Waseca County. Our featured article ñPolio in Waseca Countyò 

focuses on the years 1949 -1952. E.W.Spaulding stated no cases of polio 

were reported in Waseca County in 1955, although since 1945 there had 

been 74 reported cases, five of them fatal. 

It is noted in the article ñPolio: Minnesotaôs Crucial Roleò published by the 

Minnesota Department of Health: ñEven if a child of the 1940s and 1950s 

didnôt suffer from polio or didnôt even know anyone who did, it affected his 

or her life.ò 

If you would like to share your memories and stories about this topic we will 

add them to our files located in the Bailey/Lewer Research Library. Stories 

can be submitted in digital format or written word. 

 

Thank you Curt, Linda and Donna for your research on this topic.  
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! ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΗ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ YŀǊƭ 

WƻƴŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŬȄ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘƛǘŜΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ  ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƎƘǘΗ Wƻƴ ½ƛƳǇǊƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ½ƛƳǇǊƛŎƘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ  ǎƘŜƭǾƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ   

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳΦ YŀǊƭ WƻƴŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ aŜƴŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ     

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ƴŜǿ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǘƻǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ  

ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜΗ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ōǳǎȅ     

ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎǇŀŎŜ  

ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǊŜŀΗ 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇŘŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊΦ LŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ǝƻ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 

ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎΗ 
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!ǘ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΥ 

April 2018:    Waseca County and WWI  

��������������������������������������������������E.F.Johnson Company  

June 2018 :      City of Waseca, 150 Years  

On going:       Waseca County Timeline of    
             Unique  Stories  

!ǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƛƭŜȅ [ŜǿŜǊ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΥ 

Ongoing :         Interpreting your DNA Results 

9ǾŜƴǘǎΥ  

 April 17&19:    Teachable moments at the Waseca  

                History Center 

 June 30:          Chautauqua, Trowbridge Park 


