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Hello—Joan Mooney and Sheila Morris 
 
Margaret Sinn retired December 31, 2006 after 17 years 
as Executive Director—and Joan Mooney and Sheila 
Morris were promoted to be the new Co-Directors. They 
are not new to WCHS. Joan Mooney has been Program 
Coordinator for 12 years. Sheila Morris has been  
Archivist for seven years—both working closely with 
Margaret on all the events, exhibits, fundraising and mu-

seum work that goes 
on. But January 2007 
was a hectic begin-
ning! 
On the first day of 
their first month on 
the job, the computers 
went down. The cul-
prit was a very expen-
sive modem. Fixed 
that—on to promoting 
Key Ingredients. Got 

grant, created ads, spoke on the radio, spoke to many or-
ganizations, invited large groups to attend, were docents, 
more promotion, evaluations, documentation, report to 
Smithsonian Museum on Mainstreet, packed it up.  

In the first week of the second month on the job, dur-
ing the sub-zero coldsnap, the furnaces went down! Nine-
hundred dollars and three days later—back in business! 
Workshops scheduled, staff meetings weekly, volunteers 
scheduled, new plans—“whew.” 

Seriously, we want to tell you all—the loyal member-
ship of WCHS—that we are very excited to be your Co-
Directors! We are very excited about maintaining Marga-
ret’s vision and adding some of our own. We are excited 
about working with the membership, volunteers, commu-
nity organizations and other regional and state historical 
groups to keep history “alive and well” in Waseca 

County. We were wonderfully encouraged and supported 
these first two months, especially with the run of Key In-
gredients. What a turnout of visitors, families, students, 
kids, business people, out-of-towners, officials! We are 
very grateful to you all. We thank Margaret for leaving 
WCHS in such good shape, except for the furnace! The 
exhibit spaces are ready for new display cases and panels. 
The storage areas are in the process of being painted and 
getting new shelving. 

 
WHAT ARE SOME OF OUR CHALLENGES?  

-To return to a quarterly exhibit schedule, which was 
suspended last year during the renovations. 

-To maintain our programming—Ice Harvest, Chautau-
qua, Spring Luncheon Lectures and School Outreach af-
fect our community in a positive way. 

-To increase membership—we need you even more!  

-To keep our searchable website one of the best in the 
state and country! We hope to have a graphic redesign 
sometime this year, and we will always be adding 
more information accessible to you, the membership! 

-To begin the acquisition of  “the next 50 years” his-
tory , i.e., the mid-century collection. You may not think 
it’s a museum artifact, but if you’re a baby boomer, your 
childhood toys, clothing, journals and photographs ARE!  

-Funding, it will always be funding—stand by. All   
non-profits will be under more pressure to sustain      
themselves. Grant monies will only become more      
competitive. Government support  will erode unless    
constituencies voice their support.  

WHAT’S AHEAD FOR 2007? 

We have a wonderful schedule of speakers for the Spring 
Luncheon Lecture Series. We will be opening with a 
new exhibit, Waseca County Townships: The History of 
St. Mary. May Day is for the first and second graders, 
and then our Annual Chautauqua is on June 30. Come 
and visit us!  
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Bernie Anderson and the State Bank of New Richland, for 
display of “Key Ingredients” promotion exhibit in their lobby 
from November to December 7. 

Mike Finley and the Janesville State Bank, for display of 
“Key Ingredients” promotion exhibit in the lobby from  
December 11 to December 26. 

Bernie Gaytko and the First National Bank, Waseca, for 
display of “Key Ingredients” promotion display from                  
December 26 through January 31. 

Jeff Huelsnitz, for transporting one of our sleighs from 
Hodgson Hall to the front lawn of the Masonic Temple for 
House Walk weekend to promote the Ice Harvest. 

All of our Festival of Wreaths donors and silent auction bid-
ders and winners. 

Jean & Ole Lundquist, for demonstrating, “How to Make 
Lefse” at the Festival of Wreaths.  

Cindy Ashland, for serving as hostess and committee       
member for “Key Ingredients.” 

Darv Tollefson and Waseca County Sentence-to-Serve 
group, for more lifting and moving of heavy artifacts, display 
panels, crates, etc. They are a great help! 

Waseca High School YSL students, for assistance on 
Wednesdays during fall semester. 

Kathleen Flitsch, for demonstrating “Pressed Sugar Orna-
ments” for “Key Ingredients” and the donation of sugar orna-
ments. Kathleen also served on the Key Ingredients Commit-
tee as well. 

Diane Forsythe, for “Cookie Decorating Workshop for Kids” 
during “Key Ingredients” and for ideas for our Giftshop. 
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Helen Curran, Paul Byron and Jim Byron for assistance with the 
St. Mary Township history and exhibit. 

Colleen Carlson, KOWO, for assistance in promoting                
“Key Ingredients”. 

Dorothy Harguth, for loan of Birds Eye artifacts. 

Zita Mittlestaedt, Donna Fostveit, and Jackie Peters, for the loan 
of apron collections. 

Gerald Woodly, Senator Norm Coleman’s regional representative, 
for attending the “Key Ingredients” January 16 opening. 

First National Bank’s Our Gang Club for visiting                     
“Key Ingredients” en masse! 

Waseca Rotary Club for visiting “Key Ingredients” en masse. 

Roger Ashland, Plant Manager, and many past Birds Eye          
employees for attending Birds Eye Recognition Day, 
January 19. 

TEAM Academy Students, for attending and performing with   
Charlie Maguire on January 17. 

Deb Hoelmer, Hartley Media Center for bringing 463 Hartley  
students to the “Key Ingredients” exhibit. 

Waseca County Commissioners for visiting “Key Ingredients”      
en masse. 

WCHS Board Members—Jim Tippy, Dan Swenson and Jim King 
for extra help in January. 

Sleigh & Cutter Festival Committee, for donating scrapbooks of 
Sleigh & Cutter activities from 1953 to the present, in five archival 
scrapbooks! 

DONATIONS 

Sigrid and Loren Hecht, Waseca American Legion,        
Waseca VFW, Jean & Ole Lundquist, Ron Joyce, Jim & 
Moira Tippy , Roger Ashland, Birds Eye Company, Gwen 
Buscho,Waseca Area Tourism and Visitors Bureau, Dan 
Labs, Exxon Corporation in the name of Don Wynnemer, 
Blooming Grove Township, Paulette Traver, Waseca    
Wal-Mart , Betty and Bob Sheeran, Peg Mawby. Claire 
Wynnemer in honor of Don and Margaret’s 52nd wedding 
anniversary, Waseca Garden Club. 
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Membership renewal dates can be 
found on the upper right corner of 
your 
mailing  
label. 

 

Margaret Sinn 
Don’t try to Find Me 
I am retired, somewhere,USA 

Membership 
Renewal Date 

00/00/00 
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From Waseca County  Landowners of Record-1879  
By Donna Fostveit 
 
  ST. MARY TOWNSHIP was originally 
  a part of Empire precinct and also once a 
  part of Wilton precinct until April 1858 
  when the tavern of J. W. Clark was  
  named to hold the first township  
                             meeting. Judges appointed were B. M. 
  Morrill, Warren Smith and H. W.  
  Chamberlain. 
 
Pioneers who settled in St. Mary during the spring and 
summer of 1855 were Abraham Bird, Joseph Bird, John 
White, Gottlieb Krassin, Sr., Martin Krassin, John Fred 
Krassin, Fred Prechel, Bernard Gregory, and Fred Wub-
schall. Christian Krassin and Gottlieb Krassin Jr. came in 
1856. Another early settler was P. A. Erwin, father of D. 
A. Erwin of Section 2, who was in the service of his coun-
try during the war with Great Britain in 1812-1815. 
 
The first marriage was at the home of Bernard Gregory on 
January 2, 1856, that of Louisa Gregory and Mr. Ballard of 
Mankato. Catholic religious services were first held at the 
house of Andrew Lynch in 1856. A cemetery was estab-
lished in 1857 and the first person buried in it was said by 
some to be a Mr. Crossman and others said it was a Mr. 
Morris. Michael O’Brien is buried there—he was killed by 
lightning in 1858. 
 
The village of St. Mary was platted February 1857 and 
came to challenge both Wilton and Empire for county seat 
in 1857. The first house was built there by Patrick 
McCarthy. Other settlers were Amos H. Morris, W. H. 
Chamberlain, John Bailey, George T. White, T. C. 
McClure, James F. Elliott, Edward Lang, G. R. Buckman, 
H. B. Morrison, Harvey Bailey, Mr. Clark, and Dennis 
McCarthy. Others who followed are Whitney Wheeler, 
Warren Smith, J. William Johnson, George Johnson 
(brother to William), Charles Hale, A. M. Dickey, N. B. 
Barron, Charles Davis, Mrs. Parker, and Palmer and Frank 
Danworth. 
 
On October 5, 1873 the site of St. Mary village was  
vacated by a decree of the district court and the ground 
reverted to its original condition of farm land. 

���������	
��
���

Waseca County Townships:   
The History of St. Mary 

 
Beginning this month we will present the first of a series of  
Waseca Township exhibits, starting with St. Mary Township. 
The history of the 12 Waseca townships IS the history of  
Waseca County. We expect to bring you one or two each year. 
Some of our townships are rich in stories and pictures, others 
have less and may be combined with another. We are just be-
ginning this effort. We can exhibit only what has been donated. 
So, if you have pertinent artifacts, particularly photographs, 
consider lending items for the exhibits, or images to scan for 
display. We also and always will want family stories and 
memories to be included in the narratives.  
 Of course, the history of St. Mary Township includes 
the history of St. Mary’s Church. We have the stained glass  
window that hung above the main entrance; and the candle box, 
altar candlesticks, priest’s vestment, and the Latin Bible. Come 
in to view the exhibit. Museum and Giftshop hours are  
Monday-Friday, 8:00am. To 5:00 pm. 
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�� s an example of what happens daily in the 
artifact collection department, try following 

one artifact from the time it is brought to the  
museum until it is safely stored away. 
The process begins as follows: 
 
1.   Artifact evaluation: 
a. Waseca County connection? 
b. Good condition?  
c.  Duplicate of an artifact already in collection? 
d.  Can artifact safely and efficiently be stored by    

the museum? 
2. Artifact acceptance. 
a.  Staff gathers artifact details from donor. 
b.  Donor signs form giving ownership to  
       the Historical Society. 
c.  Donor specifies what is to be done with the  
      artifact should it be de-accessioned. 
3.   Artifact registration. 
a.  A unique ID number is assigned to artifact. 
b.  A label or tag is placed on artifact. 
c.  Cleaning or repair may be done on the artifact  
       at this point. 
d.     Measurement and description of the artifact  
       is entered into the Society’s database. 
       A photograph of the artifact is also entered  
       into the database. 
4.   Artifact storage. 
a. Acid-free tissue is used to wrap most artifacts. 
b. Artifact is placed in an acid-free box with  
      similar items. 
c. Artifacts too large to box are assigned a  
      location number of their own. 
d. Artifact location number is then added to 
      artifact’s database entry. 
e.   Artifact is brought to the storage location. 
 
Not only is the Society taking in newly donated 
artifacts, but we began a process about one year 
ago where we committed to evaluating the entire 
collection received during the last 65 years.  We 
worked out a new temporary location system for 
keeping track of the artifacts while the basement 

storage area is being painted and restructured.  
When the remodeling project is completed and our 
new shelving is installed, we will put our new 
 permanent location system in place. 
 
Vanessa and Pauline have both been working  
specifically on organizing the collection and  
processing items we discovered that had never 
gone through the process described above.  
Vanessa organized the museum hat collection as 
her most recent project. The hats have now been 
sorted and grouped by their era. She also added a 
huge historical surgical instrument collection from 
the Waseca Memorial Hospital. 
 
Pauline has been concentrating mostly on updating 
and editing the Website artifact database.  She also 
brought museum artifacts to the New Richland 
Public Library for their display case.  The theme of 
their display is “Hair....the historical tools used to 
cut, curl, wave, pluck, shave, adorn, brush and 
comb it!” 
 
Vanessa and Sheila have also been researching  
St. Mary Township.  They are putting together a 
display of artifacts including many salvaged from 
St. Mary’s church which will be on display in the 
museum during March and April.  Please come and 
see it for yourself! 

Ken Borgmann, S & C Chairman, and the Krause girls 
presented these five archivally assembled scrapbooks  
documenting over 50 years of Sleigh & Cutter Festival history 
to WCHS. An excellent job done! Many hours were spent  
putting the books together. The books will be on display during 
February 2008 in conjunction with the Sleigh and Cutter  
Festival. 
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Join the family of members  
who support the Waseca County 

Historical Society! 
 

You know us—we maintain and preserve our rich Waseca 
County history and bring it alive to educate. Admission to 
the museum’s exhibits and many programs are still FREE, 
but access to the research pages of our website requires 
membership. Choose from a variety of membership 
levels. We are also trying to build our Endowment Fund, 
please consider our WCHS $1,000 Benefactors 
Membership, which is 100% tax-deductible, and will go 
into the WCHS Endowment Fund—interest only goes 
toward WCHS operations. Join, upgrade or renew your 
membership now! 
You can join or renew ONLINE!  
Visit our website:   www.historical.waseca.mn.us 
You must have an email address to apply online. 

 
All WCHS members receive these benefits: 
-Quarterly newsletter, History Notes 
-FREE access to Research Center—Non-members pay $5 per 
day. 
-FREE access to search website collections 
-FREE exhibits, education and cultural programs 
-10% Museum Gift Shop discount 
-Being an advocate of Waseca County history! 

 
INDIVIDUAL  $25 (one year) or $40 (two years) 
FAMILY  $35 (one year) or $60 (two years) 
BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION  $200, Includes FREE 
copy of James Child’s History of Waseca County 
BENEFACTOR $1,000 (lifetime) Includes FREE copy of 
James Child’s History of Waseca County, increased 25%  
Museum Gift Shop discount, 100% tax-deductible. 

History Notes is a publication of the Waseca County  
Historical Society ©2007 , P. O. Box 314,  
Waseca, MN 56093, (507) 835-7700 
 
WCHS Board of Directors: 
Dennis Kuefner: President 
Jerry Rutledge:  Vice-President 
Rod Searle: Secretary 
Dan Swenson:Treasurer 
 
Henry Lewer 
Rev. Charles Espe 
Jean Lundquist 
Jim King 
Gwen Buschow 
Don Zwach 
Jim Tippy 
Al Ruhland, County Commissioner 
Al Rose, City Council 
Margaret Sinn 
 
Staff: 
Joan Mooney, Director & Programs 
program@historical.waseca.mn.us 
Sheila Morris, Director & Photo Archives 
photo@historical.waseca.mn.us 
Director e-mail 
director@historical.waseca.mn.us 
Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 
collection@historical.waseca.mn.us 
Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts 
artifact@historical.waseca.mn.us 
Teri Pribble, Bookkeeping 
account@historical.waseca.mn.us 
Linda Taylor, Researcher 
 
Museum Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Bailey-Lewer Research Center Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 & 1-5 p.m. 
or by appointment. 
 

 

ICE HARVEST  2007 Canceled 
The Waseca County Historical Society and  
FarmAmerica annual Ice Harvest was canceled 
this year due to below zero temperatures. After 
rescheduling once, the cold weather returned the 
next week causing the cancellation. We were all 
disappointed but  didn’t want to risk our  
volunteers or the students well being. We know 
what “TOO COLD” means! This was the first 
time in four years we lost out to the weather. We 
are making plans for fifth and sixth graders to 
attend next year, so no one misses out on this 
wonderful winter program...weather permitting! 
Thanks to everyone for standing by. 

Volunteers Needed: 
Bailey House Historic     
Gardens  
· Spring  cleaning and  
        planting. 
· Summer watering and  
        weeding.                             
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