
Greetings from 
Co-Director, 
Joan Mooney: 

 

Dear Members, 

Thanks to all of 
you who were 
able to attend the 
2007 Annual 
Meeting and Pot Luck Supper  on October 16.  

Elections were held for new board members and 
officers resulting in the election of one new member, 
Boyd Abbe, to succeed Dennis Kuefner.   

Boyd and his wife, Patrice resided and farmed near 
Meriden until 1992, but they have been members of our 
community since 1998. Boyd still does some farming 
but he spends most of his time traveling and working as 
a Corporate Safety Specialist for Taylor Corporation in 
Mankato. His responsibilities include risk 
management, OSHA compliance, worker 
safety and health, Workers Compensation 
and Department of Transportation com-
pliance. Boyd works with about 95 Tay-
lor companies in the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico. 

I personally met Boyd and Pat when 
they took a pottery class at the  Owatonna 
Art Center years ago. Boyd has been pro-
ducing beautiful work ever since. He has 
generously donated pieces to many fund-
raisers around the area over the years. 

Boyd and Pat are no strangers to 
WCHS. They have both taken part in our 
Mystery Night fundraising events as well 
as the Maplewood Chautauquas. Pat was 
one of our original Chautauqua Commit-
tee members, and Boyd has driven the 
tram full of visitors up and down the hill 
at Maplewood Park for four of the five 
years. 
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In his spare time Boyd en-

joys their spot on the eastern 
shores of Clear Lake. During the 
summer months you can often 
find him  on the dock with their 
4 grandchildren. Boyd also en-
joys helping out at Passion for 
Arts, throwing pottery and ex-
ploring art galleries, good food, 
jazz, movies, the symphony and 
dancing with his lovely wife, 
Pat.  

We are fortunate to have the 
Abbes in our community and 
look forward to working with 
Boyd on the WCHS Board. 

“Pat and I have lived in Waseca long enough to make 
some great friends through Pat’s work with the Waseca 
Area Foundation and our joint community service activ-

ity. I am proud to have been asked to 
serve on the Board of the Historical Soci-
ety and I look forward to learning more 
about this community.”         

                                             Boyd Abbe 

 

Festival of Christmas Past 
December 1 & 2 
Come to the Museum on Saturday or 
Sunday, Dec. 1 & 2, 12-5 p.m. and see 
our Festival of Christmas Past exhibit of 
Christmas Trees decorated by individu-
als, organizations and businesses. We’ll 
be roasting chestnuts on the front steps, 
and enjoying hot cider or coffee, and 
Christmas cookies. The Museum Gift 
Shop will be open with lots of beautiful 
ideas for holiday gift-giving. Special this 
year is a copy of Images of America: Wa-
seca County & a one-year WCHS mem-
bership—both for just $35 (a $46 value). 
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History Notes is a publication of the Waseca County  
Historical Society ©2007 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 314, Waseca, MN 56093 
Street Address: 315 Second Avenue N.E. 
(507) 835-7700 
 
WCHS 2007 Board of Directors: 
Jerry Rutledge: President 
Jim King: Vice-President 
Jean Lundquist: Secretary 
Dan Swenson: Treasurer 
Rod Searle 
Don Wynnemer 
Henry Lewer 
Rev. Charles Espe 
Gwen Buscho 
Don Zwach 
Jim Tippy 
Al Ruhland, County Commissioner 
Al Rose, City Council 
Margaret Sinn 
Boyd Abbe 
 
Staff:  (507) 835-7700 
Joan Mooney, Director/Programs & Research 
program@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Sheila Morris, Director/Exhibits & Archives 
photo@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Pauline Fenelon, Artifacts/Library 
collection@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Vanessa Zimprich, Artifacts/Website 
artifact@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Linda Taylor, Researcher, Bailey House, 
Thursdays and Fridays. 9-12 and 1-5 p.m. 
 
Nancy Nelson-Deppe, Bookkeeper 
account@historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
Museum & Gift Shop Hours: 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
Bailey-Lewer Research Center Hours: 
Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 & 1-5 p.m. 
or by appointment. 
 
www.historical.waseca.mn.us 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
· FOR Christmas Past Festival of Trees open-

ing. Saturday or Sunday, December 1 and 2, 
12 Noon to 5 p.m. 

· FOR the ICE HARVEST, Wednesday,  
February 6, 2008. 

. 
 

DECEMBER 1 & 2, 2007 
Festival of Christmas Past Exhibit: 12-6 p.m. FREE Christmas 
cookies and hot cider, roasted chestnuts, and . . . during . . . 
Waseca Arts Council’s Sights & Sounds of Christmas House 
Walk, 10 a.m.-8 p.m., tickets at the Waseca Art Center 
 
FEBRUARY 6, 2008 
Annual Ice Harvest, kick-off event for the Waseca Sleigh & 
Cutter Festival, at Clear Lake Park.  
 
MARCH, APRIL MAY 2008 
Spring Luncheons are being planned now. The March 27 
Luncheon will feature Peggy Korsmo-Kennon, former WCHS 
director and is working on new Bell Museum project. Author, 
Susan Davis, will speak at the May Luncheon about her new 
book, Northern Treasure, about the Minnesota Landscape Ar-
boretum. Check website for more details. 
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A s we draw closer to the end of 2007 we want to extend 
our gratitude to all of the contributors to our 150th 

Birthday Gift Campaign. You know it is a three-year campaign, 
but you members and community supporters have seen fit to try 
to accomplish our goal of $150,000 in the first year! To date we 
have $113,000 given and/or pledged.  

We are so grateful to Jerry and Linda Rutledge for kicking-
off the campaign back in June with their challenge to match 
their $5,000 donation. It was matched and they gave another 
$5,000. That’s what started things rolling. Along the way there 
were several gifts of that size, and many smaller gifts ALL OF 
WHICH are significant. Over 208 individuals and businesses 
have given—some memorials or honorariums, some designated 
to one of our foundation funds, some matched by their work-
places, ALL very generous. Most of the contributions have 
come from those living in the Waseca area, but many have 
come from our members living all over the country who were 
born here, or have some roots here. It is really quite incredible. 
We want to especially thank the E.F. Johnson Foundation 
(formerly the NorAm Foundation). We now have two new effi-
cient furnaces. We thank Rod Searle for his continuing leader-
ship as Chair of the Campaign Committee, and our entire 
WCHS Board of Directors for their efforts—which are still on-
going. Our extended goal for WCHS and the purpose of the 
fundraising is to achieve greater sustainability. Present and for-
mer board members, and our former Executive Director Marga-
ret Sinn got us on that road with the creation of our five endow-
ment funds in the Waseca Area Foundation. Simple “thank-
yous” are just not enough!    
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�� heila Morris has been  
working harder than 

ever to bring us the latest 
WCHS exhibit: 
“Leroy Shield: Native Son, 
Hollywood Bound”.  

The collaboration with Jack and Mary Williams  
introduces Waseca born Shield to many who hadn’t 
heard of him, but probably recognize his musical 
compositions. The “Little Rascals” films and the 
comic act of “Laurel & Hardy” immediately come to 
the mind of many 
who hear the first 
few notes of the 
theme songs re-
corded in the 1920s 
and 30s.  

The exhibit also 
features some of 
Shield’s own posses-
sions including his 
orchestral conduc-
tor’s  baton, his 
monogrammed silk golf shirt and family photographs 
on loan for the exhibit. 

Leroy Shield was born in Waseca on  October 2, 
1893 to Patrick and Ida Shield. The family home was 
on Hill Street (now 3rd Avenue S.E. between 2nd 
and 8th Street S.E.). They had a second son, Walter 
in 1895, then a daughter, and finally a third son, 
Charles Emerson, born in 1901.  

The father, Patrick Shield was a railroad man; 
and consequently, the family moved often. They 
moved from Waseca in 1903 to Redwood, Minne-
sota. From there, they moved to Belle Plain, Iowa at 
which time Leroy, at age 15, began to compose and 

About the great composer 
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arrange and also to tour as a 
concert pianist. The rest is 
history and well documented 
for the exhibit.  

Also featured in the ex-
hibit are photographs of the 
Waseca Perrin & Brisbane 
Music Store in 1914. Mr. 
Perrin organized several 
town bands for concerts in 
the Trowbridge and Oak 
Grove Parks, and his town 
band also performed for 
community events such as 
the Waseca County Fair and 
Fourth of July parades. Dur-
ing its nearly 100 year history, this music business 

has had only two owners, 
Dresden E. Perrin, and 
Joe & Ruth Kozan.  
The Kozans purchased 
the music store in 1952 
and changed its name to 
the Waseca Music Com-
pany. Over the years this 
store has provided sheet 
music arrangements, mu-
sical instruments of all 
kinds, pianos, rentals and 
movies. They have seen  
patrons enjoy their music 
from the days of sheet 
music and Victrola re-
cords, to LPs & 45s, to 

audio tapes, to CDs and DVDs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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T he first theater in Waseca was built by the 
Turner Association in 1875 in a building that 

originally housed a gymnasium. W.G. Ward bought 
the building in 1880 and installed a stage. It was 
known as Ward’s Opera House and showcased eve-
rything from road shows to classic plays such as 
“Romeo and Juliet”. Some of the country’s best 
known actors were said to have performed there.  

In 1909 performances were suspended when the 
building was found to be unsafe. Unfortunately, the 

only photo we have of the structure was taken as it 
burned to the ground, July 20, 1910. 

The Palace, Park and State Theaters are where 
Wasecans viewed the very films for which Shields 
orchestrated. Only traces of the original theaters re-
main intact. The Palace Theater, located at 118 North 
State Street, was opened by two brothers, Elmer and 

Bert Dawson on June 24, 1912. Its opening perform-
ance featured a series of plays by the Georgia Edding 
Stock Company. Soon to follow was “A Bachelor’s 
Honeymoon” by the Rose Ainsworth Troupe. Films 
were interspersed between live actor performances. 

Advertisements were placed in the Waseca Jour-
nal for the Palace Theater and its competitor, The 
Star Theater. They had evening shows and Saturday 
matinees. Before sound and talking movies, the 
house pianist, Miss Coleman, was very important in 
creating just the right accompanying musical back-

ground for the films. 
On December 7,1913 Dawson announced on the 

front page of the Journal that he was dropping out of 
the Vaudeville circuit to offer instead “high class 
pictures”. 

Other theaters came and went. Spaulding and 
Johnson opened the Unique Theater in 1914. The 

Regent Theater opened the same year. In 1920 the 
Palace was sold by the Dawson brothers to John and 
Frank Manthey, who in 1929 sold it to Elmer P. Nel-
son. Nelson changed its name to the State Theater. In 
1937, Nelson opened a second theater, the Park 
Theater at 218 North State Street. 
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Movie Theaters Around the County 
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The State Theater was destroyed by fire on 
Thursday, February 3, 1944 and reopened as The 
New State Theater on October 4 of the same year.  
Nelson retired from the business in 1965 and James 
Fraser of Red Wing and Rochester leased the build-
ing until it was sold to John Wright of Minneapolis 
in 1967. Charles Million and Richard Olson became 
the new managers. In 1971 the New State Theater 
suffered through another fire but remained opened, 
changing its name to Waseca Cinema. Although it 
has been years since it has been a theater, the build-
ing still stands behind the façade of the late Dr. Ness 
Dentistry office building. 
 
Janesville Theaters 

In 1878, Janesville built its Opera House and 
Town Hall building on North Main.  It hosted many 
traveling entertainment companies and local per-
formers during its first 60 years. 

During the era including the 1930s, Janesville’s 
first movie theater, The Princess, was located at 213 
N. Main Street. This building, known as the old 
Strunk Building, was built in 1896 and remodeled in 
1933 for use as a theater and Post Office. Over the 
years, several businesses have occupied the building. 
Currently, it is the location of Ewert’s Hardware 
Store. Thanks to Sharon Ewert and Jeff Ewert for 
information on this building’s history. 

During the 1940s and 50s, Sully Walther opened 
The Star Theater located on Janesville’s South Main 
Street.  Sully’s sons, Curt Walther and Vern Walther 
were Sully’s assistants for many years. The Star 
Theater offered movies every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings according to its ad-
vertising in 1949-50 Janesville Argus. Since its clos-

ing in the 1950s, several businesses have located 
there.  Presently, Jethro’s Soda Shop is at that ad-
dress. Thanks to Ruth Walther, Janesville for this 
information. 

  
New Richland built their first theater in 1912. 

Melodramas were accompanied by a pianist who was 
seated below the stage and screen in the “pit”. 
Wednesday evening was Serial Night featuring one 
episode each week. The first reference we have 
found to the name “The Faust Theater” is in 1926. 
By 1935 a quartet made up of local men O.R Beech, 
Edwin Stuart, O.S Martinson and H.T Tyrholm were 
performing around New Richland and at The Faust. 

If anyone has pictures or information on the thea-
ters in Waseca County we would love to hear from 
you. 
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Restoration at the Roesler Cemetery 
By Pauline Fenelon and Vanessa Zimprich 

 
The Roesler Cemetery is located in a field in the 

northwest quarter of section 33 in Otisco Township. 
It is believed that the little cemetery contains the re-
mains of 60 people, mostly early settlers who farmed 
along the LeSueur River. In 1988, it was known that 

only two, possibly three 
grave markers remained. One 
grave marker is for Ole Pe-
terson, who was born in 1815 
and died in 1903. The other 
grave marker is shared by 
two people, Julia Olson, who 
was born in 1837 and died in 
1892 and Sarah Ivers, who 
was born in 1868 and died in 
1896. 

The Norwegian Brattland family was the first 
settler family to come to the Otisco Township Vista 
area. The first settlers to be buried in the Roesler 
Cemetery were Kjersti Olsdatter and Ole Anderson.  

The story is told that in the beginning of 1857, 
Kjersti was walking on the path from her cabin to the 
nearby cellar dugout in the banks of the Little 
LeSueur River east of the Michael Anderson cabin. 
She was unaware that 
she was being fol-
lowed by her grand-
son, little “Ola” (Ole 
Andreas), son of  

Michael Ander-
son. The little boy fell 
into the river and 
drowned and was 
later buried near the 
family cabin. It is 
said that the grand-
mother could not be 
reconciled to the loss 
of little Ola and be-
came very ill.  That autumn, the night before she 
died, she had a dream that her coffin was put in wa-
ter, and she requested her family not to bury her in 
water.  

The day she died, her grave was dug east of the 
house. That night a heavy rain filled the open grave 
with two feet of water, and so a new burial spot was 
chosen on a knoll north of the river. A few days later 

7 

Thanks for being a member  
of the WCHS family! 
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the body of Ola Anderson was also moved to the site. 
This was the beginning of the cemetery. 

On Saturday, October 27, 2007, a group of peo-
ple from the New Richland Historical Society, and 
the Vista Busy Bees 4-H group got together to clean 
up the cemetery. They began by clearing away the 
dense weeds and heavy brush.  One of the grave 
stones markers had fallen from its cement base. Once 
the volunteers had moved the heavy cement base 
back into place, they were able to place the stone 

marker next to the 
base. After the ground 
is cleared, they plan to 
see how many grave 
markers are actually in 
place and then to plot 
a map of the cemetery. 
They would also like 
to install a new gate 
and cemetery sign and 
plant rose and peony 
bushes reminiscent of 
those that bloomed 
there in the past. The 
Vista Busy Bees have 

raised $500 for the sign under the direction of Ruth 
Hines. Thanks to the New Richland Historical Soci-
ety members, Barb Wildegrube, Bonnie Roehrs, Pas-
tor Charles Espe, Rodney Hatle, Betty Scholleg-
jerdes and all the Busy Bees and parents. 

Information about the cemetery taken from Wa-
seca County News October 11, 1988 and from 
Jeannette Krause, past researcher for WCHS. 
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