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�� ummer 2004 has been an exceptionally busy 
time at WCHS. 

The season began with Chautauqua 2004. Those of 
you who attended remember the relentless rain that 
poured all day long on July 3rd. Many thanks to the 
450 visitors who stuck it out and enjoyed the 
festivities nevertheless. The Chautauqua 2004 
Committee worked for months to make the event 
bigger and better than last year. Little did we know 
Mother Nature would undo it all.We anticipated 
around 1,000 visitors this year and are confident we 
would have reached that goal if the weather had 
been in our favor. 

All of the entertainers were wonderful.  
The Gospel Church and Choir service began the 
day with a strong turnout. Magic Sach Madel took 
mainstage around noon. Zach is nine years old and 
the son of Wendy and Pete Madel of Waseca. 
Zach put on a splendid performance while the  
Minneapolis  

Police band set 
up behind him. 
Johnny  
Appleseed 
played by actor 
and Waseca 
 native Ed 
Williams Jr. 

squeezed in his first performance 
in the woods before the rain 
began.  
At 1 p.m.the Minneapolis Police 
Band led by Tom Case and  
assisted by Andy Miller took the 
stage. Most visitors were able to 
stay dry and enjoy the 
performance under the big 

tent.  
The Waseca HighSchool class of  1948 held their 
56 year class reunion under the Maplewood Park  
pavilion. 

WCHS Board member and Chautauqua Committee member Jim 
Tippy greets visitors at the gate. Boyd Abbe hauled people from the 
gate to the top of the hill using a tram on loan from FarmAmerica. 

Magic Zach Madel. 

Ed Williams as Johnny 
Appleseed 

Minneapolis Police Band.. Gospel Choir 
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Kim Bahman held the first ever Sacred Harp 
Singing School in the pavilion. Visitors were 
taught about Shape note singing and participated in 
song. 
 

Barb Penny and Waseca Healthy Community 
Healthy Kid Initiative  provided crafts for the kids. 
All was well until the heavy rains collapsed their 
canopy. Wet but 
not defeated, they 
relocated in the 
pavilion. 
Al Miller  strolled 
the grounds 
entertaining the 
crowd with his 
fiddle. 
Magician Tom 
Terrific was also 

on the grounds  

working 
his magic 
with the 

crowd. 
 
 
 
The Ice Harvest Ice House 
was hauled up the hill from  
FarmAmerica by  
Curtis Tesch of  
Tesch Automotive. The 
house provided cold storage 
for the day. 
Associated Lumber Mart 
provided the materials to 

The Waseca Class of 1948, organized by Esther Eustice, held 
their 56 year class reunion in the Maplewood Pavilion. 

Sacred Harp Singers hold a Singing School 

Volunteer Al Miller 
plays in the woods as 
visitors explore the 

grounds. 

Mayor Tom 
Hagen, 
Nyla, Hank 
and Joe  
Hagen enjoy 
a box lunch 

Chautauqua 2004 was made possible by grants 
provided by NorAm Minnegasco and Prairie Lakes 
Regional Arts Council, with funds appropriated by 
the Minnesota State Legislature. 

 Be sure to thank them! 
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�� uests 
began 

arriving at the 
Janesville home of 
Dr. Taylor around 7 
p.m. the evening of 
July 16. It was a hot 
and  

sultry night.  
The purpose of the    

 gathering was to celebrate Dr. Taylor’s 
birthday. The guests were greeted by the Taylors 
and their daughter Marvel .   
Around 7:30 p.m. while guests were dancing 
around the radio a sudden news alert came across 
the airwaves. The infamous Ma Barker and her 
Gang were thought to be in the area. They had 
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Guests Mary Allen and Irene  
Jeddeloh all dolled up! 
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Thank you to the following businesses that donated time and 
materials for  Chautauqua 2004:  
Charlies Hardware, Culligan Water, Waseca  
Music, Associated Lumber Mart, WalMart, HyVee, Tesch 
Automotive Service, FarmAmerica, Schweigert Meats, 
Waseca Area Senior Center. 
Thank you to the following volunteers: 
Boyd Abbe, Mike Conners, Deb and Megan Dobberstein, 
Marita Wadd, Paul Krause, Kathy Dey, Moira Tippy, Jean 
Lundquist, Janet Welch, Rod and Ruth Searle, Barb Denn, 
Don and Margaret Wynnemer, George Kastelle, Fran and 
Don Zwach, Phoebe Praxl, Cookie Rausch, Jeff Huelsnitz, 
John Pribble, Barb and Tim Penny, Gail Christenson and 
Waseca Healthy Kids Initiative, Magic Zach Madel, Al 
Miller, Pastor Haug and the Waseca Ministerial 
Association and Choir. The City of Waseca and The 
Waseca Park and Rec for taking such good care of our 
parks. 
Thank you to the Chautauqua 2004 Committee: 
Jim Tippy, Pat Abbe, Barb Penny, Jack Williams and 
Marlene Rietfort. 

Dr. Taylor Celebrates  
His Birthday With a Bang! 
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 gang recognizes an old associate from a previous 
botched caper in which the money disappeared, 
Janesville  
socialite Harold Cooper. Cooper and his wife Ida 
get uncomfortable and are making a break for it 
when Lefty stops them at the door. By this time a 
patched up Hamm and the Doctor have returned to 
the scene. Naughty daughter Marvel Taylor has 
been 
repeatedly 
warned by her 
parents to 
stop her 
flirtatious 
behavior 
towards 
Dutch the 
gangster.  
After  
reappearing in a floozy  
outfit, she is accompanied by her mother upstairs to 
change . Also  
upstairs are Dutch and the  
Coopers.  
Kreepy had ordered Dutch to take the Coopers 
upstairs and find out from Cooper what happened 
to the money in that botched robbery years ago.  
As the Taylors try to calm the crowd a scuffle can 
be heard upstairs, then a shot.....then a scream!  
Marvel comes screaming down the stairs “Daddy, 
Mr.Cooper’s been shot! All are rushed downstairs 

as Dr. Taylor fights his 
way through the crowd 
to  
assist Mr. Cooper. 
Moments later he comes 
down and announces to 
the shaken guests, “Mr. 
Cooper is dead!”  Chaos 
ensues of course. 
Suddenly Lefty leaves 
his post at the front door 
and flashes a badge 
ordering the gangsters to 
drop their guns. He is 
none other than FBI 
Agent Eliot Ness 
undercover. A dispairing 

Ida Cooper begins the  

kidnapped William Hamm, wealthy heir to his  
father’s St. Paul brewery business, they headed 
out from St.Paul for Chicago. The gang thought 
they were heading east toward Janesville  
Wisconsin when they mistakenly ended up in  
Janesville Minnesota.  
Residents were warned to lock all doors and 
windows, they were armed and dangerous. 
No sooner than the announcement was heard, 
Marvel Taylor, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Taylor, 
spotted a  Plymouth Sedan in the front yard. 
Guests were startled by Alvin’Kreepy’Karpis as 
he  
suddenly burst into the dining room shouting for a 
doctor! Guests were 
coralled as the search for 
the doctor ensued. Once 
Dr.Taylor came forward 
through the crowd, the 
Kreep signaled  for the 
rest of the gang to enter. 
Ma, son Arthur, Lefty, 
Lollie and Dutch entered 
the foyer. In tow was the 
bloodied William 
Hamm . Turns out son 
Arthur got a little too 

rough and  
severed Hamm’s 
ear. With ear in 
hand, the Doctor 
and Hamm retreat 
upstairs. 
Meanwhile,  
Daughter Marvel 
has took a shining 
to Dutch and the 

WCHS Executive  
Director, Margaret Sinn 

as Ma Barker. 

Kidnapped victim, William 
Hamm,played by Gary vonHoltum 
and Arthur Barker played by John 

Pribble. 

Bartender Boyd Abbe kept the 
teacups full ! 

Naughty daughter Marvel Taylor, played 
by Karen Simmons and Dutch the  
gangster played by Larry Neid. 

1930 Plymouth Coupe used by 
the gang. Owned by Steve(Lefty) 
Johnson. The car sat on the 2nd 
floor of Lewer Auto. It remains in 
its original condition, 
including dust and gun holsters! 
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accusations. Round and round they go until  
finally Eliot Ness pulls the murder weapon from 
his pocket. The gun with a strand of blue fringe 
stuck in the barrel, the same fringe adorning 

Mrs.Cooper’s 
gown! The crowd 
is mortified! Mrs. 
Cooper begs her 
plea. She had to 
put an end to Mr. 
Cooper’s two-
timing ways in 
which he was 
involved in an 
adulterous affair 
18 years ago with 
Dr.Taylor's wife of 

Dr.Taylor played by Dennis Kuefner and Harold Cooper played by 
Janesville Mayor Buzz Morrill cool off on the veranda. 

Floozies ,Lois and Jeanne Pribble, 
from Chicago, kicked off the train in 
Janesville, looking for a good time!  

Mike and Jean Halverson, Sally Takala , Teresa Johnson and 
Teresa's cousin conversing in the Taylor’s living room. 

Rod Searle and Mrs.Cooper played by Pat Abbe. 

Lollie Palooza played by 
Teri Pribble, Joan 

Mooney and Marlene  
Rietfort rest after all the 

excitment is over. 

Maids 
Freia and 

Kari 
Fenelon 
enjoy a 
quiet  

moment on 
the front 
porch 

Some of the characters in this production are real, 
however the story is completely ficticious. 

Thank you to Pauline Fenelon for the use of 
Fenelon Place,her home and 

 Bed And Breakfast.  
Thank you to all the actors, corporate sponsors 
and volunteers that helped make this annual 

fundraising event successful.  
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The week of July 21 through July 25 was the 
Waseca County Fair. We had approximately 
1,300 visitors to the Country School House. 
Hodgson Hall was open and staffed by the 
Waseca County Fair Board. The weather for the 
fair was perfect.  
WCHS would like to thank the following  
Volunteers for staffing the School House: 
Jody Johnson and her daughter, Janet Roeglin, 
Pastor Espe, Mr. and Mrs. Buzz  
Morrill, John Pribble, Dan Swenson and Paul 
Krause. 
Last but not least...The Waseca Garden Club 
and WCHS hosted the Waseca Garden Walk on  
Sunday, August 1 from 1-5 p.m. Gardens 
included in the tour were; The WCHS Historical 
Bailey House, Dennis and Susie Kuefner, William 
and Mona Ripka, Thomas and Sharon Moxley, 
Ralph and Audrey Keyes and Duane and Kathy 
Oftedahl. Hosting the event were volunteers 
Don  
Wynnemer, Clairice Krause and Pat McShane. 
Behind the scenes prep were Garden Club 
members baking cookies, Millie Neidt, 
lemonade and Roger and Cindy Ashland. 

Thank you for all your help. 
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